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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after t he mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 11 July 2005 , 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacennent drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of July 1 1 , 2005. Claims 1-1 1 are pending 
and have been considered below: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 1 1 is rejected 
because it claims a computer program product. A computer program product does not 
fall within at least one of the four categories of patent eligible subject matter recited in 
35 U.S.C. 101 (process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter). It should be 
stated as a computer program product stored on a computer readable medium. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the device in 
this claim consists is a single means: the device only provides a means, which is only 
the navigation tool, and thus is interpreted as a single means/single step claim under 
MPEP 2164.08(a). 
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"A single means claim, i.e., where a means recitation does not appear in 
combination with another recited element of means, is subject to an undue breadth 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. In re Hyatt, 708 F.2d 712, 714-715, 218 
USPQ 195, 197 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (A single means claim which covered every 
conceivable means for achieving the stated purpose was held nonenabling for the 
scope of the claim because the specification disclosed at most only those means known 
to the inventor.). When claims depend on a recited property, a fact situation comparable 
to Hyatt is possible, where the claim covers every conceivable structure (means) for 
achieving the stated property (result) while the specification discloses at most only 
those known to the inventor." 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in tiie United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and v\/as published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 1-4, 7-8, and 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated bv Graham (US 2003/0184598 A1). 
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Claim 1 : Graham discloses a method of enabling a user to navigate to a desired part in 
a recording, comprising: 

creating.the recording from a received signal (Page 4, Paragraph 51 ), 

associating a plurality of positions in the recording with respective points in time from 
which the signal representing content at these positions has been received (Page 5, 
Paragraph 55-57), The navigation bar shows time divided keyframes form the start to 
the finish of the recording. 

obtaining a desired point in time, from which the signal representing the desired part is 
known to have been received(Page 5, Paragraph 55-57), The keyframes are time- 
stamped to allow selection of desired parts in the recording. 

proceeding to the particular position in the recording of which the associated point in 
time substantially equals the desired point in time, whereby verification whether the 
associated point in time substantially equals the desired point in time is executed by a 
device (Page 5, Paragraph 55-57). By having absolute time the user is allowed to select 
and verify exact spots, which they choose to view. 



Claim 2: Graham discloses a method as in claim 1 above, further disclosing associating 
the plurality of positions in the recording with respective points in time is realized by: 
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assigning to the recording a begin timestamp indicating tlie point in time from which the 
signal representing the begin of the recording has been received (Page 4, Paragraph 52 
and Page 5, Paragraph 62 ), The navigation bar can playback a current time of the 
recording showing when the recording was received. 

assigning to each of the plurality of positions in the recording a position timestamp 
indicating, relative to the begin timestamp, the point in time from which the signal 
representing content at that position has been received (Page 5, Paragraphs 56, 57 and 
62; Fig. 7). The timestamp allows keyframes to divided into smaller keyframes of time 
and provide specific selection to the user as shown in the figure. 



Claim 3: Graham discloses a method as in claim 1 above, further disclosing associating 
the plurality of positions in the recording with respective points in time is realized by 
assigning to each of the plurality of positions in the recording a position timestamp 
indicating the point in time from which the signal representing content at that position 
has been received (Page 4, Paragraph 52 and Page 5, Paragraphs 56, 57 and 62; 
Figure 7). The content is timestamped showing when the recording was received and 
its position relative to the entire recording. 
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Claim 4: Graham discloses a metliod as in claim 1 above, further disclosing the 
recording is created from a received broadcast signal and whereby the desired point in 
time is the scheduled broadcast time of the broadcast signal representing the desired 
part (Page 4, Paragraph 51). 

Claim 7: Graham discloses a reproduction device enabling a user to navigate to a 
desired part in a recording, wherein a plurality of positions in the recording are 
associated with respective points in time from which the signal representing content at 
these positions has been received, the device comprising: 

verification means for verifying whether the associated point in time of a particular one 
of the plurality of positions in the recording substantially equals a desired point in time 
from which the signal representing the desired part is known to have been 
received(Page 5, Paragraph 55-57 and Page 6, Paragraph 69), proceeding means for 
proceeding to the particular one of the plurality of positions in the recording of which the 
associated point in time substantially equals the desired point in time (Page 5, 
Paragraph 55-57). By having keyframes associated with the current time of the 
recording a user can verify a selection based on a desired time and the navigation bar 
can proceed to that keyframe. 



Claim 8: Graham discloses a reproduction device as in claim 7 above, further 
comprising input means for obtaining the desired point in time (Page 4, Paragraph 44). 
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Claim 10: Graham discloses a reproduction device as in claim 7 above, further 
disclosing wherein the offset obtaining means is arranged to obtain the offset from an 
Electronic Program Guide (Page 4 and 5, Paragraph 53). TiVo is an electronic program 
guide, which includes an offset mechanism. 



Claim 11: Graham discloses a computer program product comprising software code for 
causing a processor to (Page 4, Paragraph 46): 

enable a user to navigate to a desired part in a recording, wherein a plurality of 
positions in the recording are associated with a point in time from which a signal 110 
representing content at that position has been received (Page 5, Paragraphs 55-57 and 
62); 

verify whether the associated point in time of a particular position in the recording 
substantially equals a desired point in time from which the signal representing the 
desired part is known to have been received (Page 5, Paragraphs 55-57); and 

proceed to the particular position in the recording of which the associated point in time 
substantially equals the desired point in time (Page 5, Paragraphs 55-57). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5, 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Graham (US 2003/0184598 A1) in view of Barton (6327418 61). 

Claim 5: Graham discloses a method as in claim 4 above, Graham does not explicitly 
disclose an offset is obtained indicating the difference between the scheduled broadcast 
time and the actual point in time from which the broadcast signal representing the 
desired part has been received and whereby the verification whether the associated 
point in time substantially equals the desired point in time is based on the offset. 
However Barton discloses a method and apparatus implementing random access and 
time-based functions on a continuous stream of formatted digital data and further 
discloses a relative mode with an offset setting (Column 9, Lines 50-61). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have an offset in Graham as taught by Barton . One would have been 
motivated to have an offset to improve user viewing experience and provide all of the 
content the user expected to see. 
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Claim 6: Graham and Barton disclose a method as in claim 5 above, and Graham 
further discloses whereby the offset is obtained from an Electronic Program Guide 
(Page 4 and 5, Paragraph 53). TiVo is an electronic program guide, which includes the 
offset mechanism. 



Claim 9: Graham discloses a reproduction device as in claim 7 above, wherein the 
recording is created from a received broadcast signal and wherein the desired point in 
time is the scheduled broadcast time of the broadcast signal representing the desired 
part (Page 4, Paragraph 51), Graham does not explicitly disclose that the device further 
comprising offset obtaining means for obtaining an offset indicating the difference 
between the scheduled broadcast time and the actual point in time from which the 
broadcast signal representing the desired part has been received, and wherein the 
verification means is arranged to verify whether the associated point in time 
substantially equals the desired point in time on basis of the offset. However Barton 
discloses a method and apparatus implementing random access and time-based 
functions on a continuous stream of formatted digital data and further discloses a 
relative mode with an offset setting (Column 9, Lines 50-61). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
an offset in Graham as taught bv Barton . One would have been motivated to have an 
offset to improve user viewing experience and provide all of the content the user 
expected to see. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner slioulcl be directed to Slierrod Keaton whose telephone number is 571 ) 270- 
1697. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Fri. and alternating Fri. off 
(EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, KRISTINE KINCAID can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

\ 

) 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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